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On July 30, the Health Ministry reported that the armed forces prevented a ship loaded with
toxic waste from entering territorial waters. The vessel was carrying 40,000 tons of waste material
generated in the US, Canada, and Europe from the New York-based Environment Development
Corporation. The cargo included radioactive and non-biodegradable wastes described as harmful
to human, plant and animal life. Colombia's July 1991 constitution specifically prohibits moving
nuclear and toxic wastes into national territory. Navy commander Adm. Gustavo Angel Mejia said
he would mount permanent patrols in the Caribbean to prevent the vessel's entry. (Source: Inter
Press Service, 07/30/92)
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